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CHAPTER 77

The County Judges Act
1. A judge may be appointed for the county court of JUdges
each of the counties and for the district court of each of
the provisional judicial districts. 1958, c. 18, s. 1, part.
2.-(1) A junior judge may be appointed for the countyo!unior
court of each of the counties of Carleton, Essex, Middlesex JUdges
and Weiland and for the district court of each of the districts
of Sudbury and Thunder Bay.

(2) Two junior judges may be appointed for the county Idem
court of the county of Wentworth.
(3) Eight junior judges may be appointed for the county Idem
court of the county of York. 1958, c. 18, s. 1, part.

3.-(1) In addition to the judges mentioned in section 1 Additional
d'10 sectIOn
.
2,one or more Judges
. . JU
. d ges mentlOne
.
an d t h e JUOlor
judges or junior judges, not exceeding six in number, may be
appointed,
(a) for the county or district court of any county or

district that the Lieutenant Governor in Council
designates; or
(b) for the county and district courts of the counties
and districts of Ontario.

(2) A judge or junior judge appointed for the county and Residence
district courts of the coun ties and districts of Ontario shall
reside in the county court district or district court district
that is designated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council.
1958, c. 18, s. 2.
4.-(1) A judge or junior judge may perform any judicial ~~l:gi~~?on
or other function in the county or district court of any county
or district in the same manner and to the same effect as a
judge of that court.

(2) The judges and junior judges, respectively, have rank :~~~d~~~e
and precedence among themselves according to seniority of
appointment. 1958, c. 18, s. 3.
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Arrangement
of courts

5. In the county court of the county of York, all such
arrangements as may be necessary or proper for the holding
of any of the courts, or the transaction of business, or the
arrangement from time to time for judges to hold such courts,
or to transact such business, shall be made by the judge and
junior judges of the county court of the county of York
with power in the judge of the county court of the county of
York to make such readjustment or reassignment as may be
necessary from time to time. RS.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 5 (2).

Powers of
junior
judges

6. Where a power or authority is by this Act or otherwise conferred upon or may be exercised by the judge of a
county or district court, whether with reference to the holding
of any of the courts of the county or district that he may
hold, or to the business of any of such courts, or to any other
matter or thing over which he has jurisdiction, the like power
and authority are possessed and may be exercised by a junior
judge, subject to the general regulation and supervision of
the judge. RS.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 6.

Not to
practise

7. A judge or junior judge shall not, directly or indirectly,
practise as counselor solicitor or act as a notary public or
conveyancer. RS.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 8, amended.

Illness
or death
of judge

8. Where a judge who has appointed a time and place for
the hearin'g of an application, proceeding or matter becomes
ill or dies,·or for any other reason is unable to attend at the
time and place appointed, the application, proceeding or
matter may be heard by another judge of the same county or
district court or by a judge who may for the time being be
acting as a judge of such court. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 9.

Allowances

COUNTY JUDGES

Sec. 5

9.-(1) There shall be paid,
(a) to the senior judge of the county court of the county

of York, an allowance at the rate of $2,500 per
annum; and
(b) to the judge of every other county and district court
and to every junior judge of a county or district
court, an allowance at the rate of $1,500 per annum.
RS.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 10 (1).
Additional
allowance
to
surrogate
judge

R'~8~' 1960.
c.

(2) In addition to the allowance provided in subsection 1,
there shall be paid to the judge of a county or district court
of a county or district in which there is only one judge and
he is the judge of the surrogate court an allowance of 40 per
cent of the judge's fees under The Surrogate Courts Act, but
in no case shall such allowance exceed $2,000 in any year.
1960, c. 16, s. 1.

Sec. 10
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(3) Where in any county or district there is more than Where more
. d ge one 0 f W10m
I
h as b een appomte
. d'JUd ge 0 f t h e judge
than one
one JU
surrogate court of the county or district, the judge's fees
under The Surrogate Courts Act shall be allocated equally
between or among the judge and the junior judge or judges
and the judge and each junior judge shall receive an allowance
in accordance with subsection 2 calculated on such allocation.
1957, c. 19, s. 3.
(4) Subsections 2 and 3 do not apply to any judge or junior Application
judge of a county or district court who held office on the 3rd of subss. 2, 3
day of April, 1957, but subsections 2 and 3 of section 10 of
The County Judges Act, being chapter 76 of the Revised
Statutes of Ontario, 1950, apply to such judges as though such
subsections had not been repealed. 1957, c. 19, s. 5, amended.
(5) The allowances under subsection 1 are payable monthly :%~~nances
and the allowances under subsections 2 and 3 are payable payable
annually after the end of the year out of the Consolidated
Revenue Fund. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 10 (4).
(6) Such sums are in lieu of all fees and allowances payable Jt udges. not
. d ge 0 f a county or d"Istnct court for any servIces
. fees
0 receive
to t he JU
performed by him under any Act of the Legislature, including
fees as judge of the surrogate court and as local master of the
Supreme Court, and where such fees are payable by the
parties to a proceeding before the judge, or upon an order
or certificate made or given by him, they shall form part of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, and, except as hereinafter
provided, a judge of a county or district court is not entitled
to receive any fees whatever under any Act of the Legislature.
(7) Nothing in this section applies to or affects the payment:::t'gP;:gr..s
of any allowance or fees to a judge of a county or district court tratore, etc.
with respect to any office that may be lawfully held by him
in addition to his office as judge to which an annual allowance
or salary is attached or in the performance of his duties as
an arbitrator or referee under any statute designating him
by his name of office as an arbitrator or referee. R.S.O. 1950,
c. 76, s. 10 (5, 6), amended.
(8) Nothing in this section affects or prevents the payment Travelling t
expenses no
· . court 0 f h'IS trave II'mg Oraffected
to a judge of a county or d Istnct
other expenses when called upon to perform any duty outside
the county or district town of the county or district. R.S.O.
1950, c. 76, s. 10 (7).

10. The judge or a junior judge of the county or district ~~~~ of
court or a county or district forming a court district or a part
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thereof, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall
take and subscribe the following oath before the judge who,
in point of time, is senior in appointment to office in the court
district, or, where such judge is unable to officiate because of
illness or otherwise, before a judge designated for the purpose
by the Lieutenant Governor in Council:
I,
, do swear that I will, truly
and faithfully, according to my skill and knowlege, execute the
several duties, powers and trusts of judge of the
.
Court of the
of. . . . . . . . . . .. So help me God.

1958, c. 18, s. 5.
SImultaneous
sittings

11. Where there is more than one judge available in a
county or district, the county or district court, the court of
general sessions of the pelce and the division courts may sit
at the same time and the business in them may be proceeded
with simultaneously. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 15, amended.

Authorization by
Lieutenant
Governor
in CouncIl

12. The Lieutenant Governor in Council may empower the
judge or a junior judge of a county or district court to transact at such place out of his county or district to be named
in the order in council, as is deemed proper, all such business
depending in his court as may be transacted in chambers
where the ~olicitors for all parties reside in the place so named,
or with the consent of the solicitors for all parties. R.S.O.
1950, c. 76, s. 17.

Shorthand
writers.
appointment

13.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may appoint
one or more shorthand writers for the local courts of any
county or provisional judicial district, and, where more than
one is appointed for a county or provisional judicial district,
the Lieutenant Governor in Council may designate one of
them as the senior shorthand writer.

Direction

(2) Every shorthand writer shall be under the direction
of the judge or, in his absence, of the junior judge or judges
of the county or district for the local court of which he is
appointed, and, where a senior shorthand writer is designated,
the other shorthand writer or writers shall also be subject
to the direction of the senior shorthand writer.

Remuneration

(3) Every shorthand writer is entitled to such remuneration
as the Lieutenant Governor in Council prescribes.

Fees for
transcripts

(4) Every shorthand writer who is appointed at a salary
is nevertheless entitled to take for his own use fees for transcriptions of shorthand notes unless he is expressly prohibited
from so doing by the terms of his appointment.

Sec. 15 (2)
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(5) Where a shorthand writer is appointed at a salary Idem
and is expressly prohibited from taking fees for his own use
for transcriptions of shorthand notes, he shall collect the fees
for such transcriptions and pay them over to the treasurer of
the county.
(6) The Lieutenant Governor
fees for shorthand writers.

In

Council may prescribe Fees

(7) Every shorthand writer appointed at a salary for the Status
local courts of a county shall be deemed an employee of the
county for the purposes of The Workmen's Compensation ActR·~39·1960,
and of any municipal plan of superannuation, group insurance c.
or sick leave credit. 1951, c. 16, s. 2, part.
(8) The local municipalities not forming part of a county ~ontri
for municipal purposes shall pay to the county such proper u on
proportion of the cost of the shorthand writer or writers
appointed for the local courts of the county as is agreed
upon or, failing agreement, as is determined by arbitration.
1951, c. 16, s. 2, part; 1955, c. 12, s. 3.
(9) For the purposes of an arbitration under subsection 8, Arbitration
the judge of the county court shall be sole arbitrator unless
he requests a junior judge of the county court or the judge or
a junior judge of some other county court to act for him, in
which case such other judge shall be sole arbitrator.
(10) The provisions of The Municipal Arbitrations Act as Procedure
to procedure and appeals apply to arbitrations held and awards ~'~5~' 1960,
made under subsection 8. 1951, c. 16, s. 2, part.

14. If the council of a county by resolution requests the Interpreters
appointment of an official interpreter to act at the courts
held in that county, an appointment may be made in the same
manner and subject to the same terms and conditions as
provided with respect to shorthand writers by section 13,
which shall apply as nearly as may be to official interpreters.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 19.
15.-(1) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may order ~o~';.~ty
that a county or two or more counties shall form a county districts
court district for the purposes of this Act or that a provisional
judicial district or two or more provisional judicial districts
shall form a district court district for the purposes of this Act.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 20; 1955, c. 12, s. 4 (1).
(2) When a district court district is formed, sections 16 to 22 ~f~~if~tlg~2
apply mutatis mutandis. 1955, c. 12, s. 4 (2).
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Holding
courts in
districts

16. After the erection of a court district, the several courts
shall be held by the judges, including the junior judges in the
district, in rotation so far as is practicable in view of the
respective general length of service and strength of the other
judges, and the special duties assigned to junior judges as
well as other offices, if any, held by any of the judges, and
all other circumstances. RS.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 21, amended.

Annual
meeting for
assignment
of duties

17.-(1) The judges in each court district shall meet
together at least once in every year, and the judges present,
or a majority of them, shall arrange and appoint which of
the courts in the district will be held by each of the judges
of the district throughout the ensuing year, and what other
judicial work each will discharge throughout the year.

How
convened

(2) The judge in a court district who, in point of time, is
senior in appointment to office shall convene the meetings
referred to in this section, and, unless all the judges present
at any such meeting unanimously agree upon a different
mode of dividing the work, it shall be divided strictly in
conformity with section 16, and no judge, except by reason
of illness or other unavoidable cause, shall be excused from
performing the judicial work assigned to him at any such
meeting. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 22.

Judges to
perform
duties
assigned

18. Every judge to whom duty is assigned at such meeting
shall perform the duty so assigned to him, and if he is, by
reason of illness or other cause, unable to perform it, he shall
so far as possible arrange to have it performed by another
person competent by law in that behalf. RS.O. 1950, c. 76,
s. 23.

Absence or
illness of
judge

19. Where by reason of the absence or illness of a judge
or from any other cause it is impossible for the arrangements
made at such meeting to be carried out with respect to any
duty belonging to a judge, the judges of the district shall see
that the deficiency is supplied by some other person competent by law in that behalf, and shall forthwith communicate
what they do therein to the Provincial Secretary. RS.O.
1950, c. 76, s. 24.

Judge to
have jurisdiction
throughout
court
district

20. A judge may exercise and perform in any part of his
court district any power or duty that he may exercise or
perform in the county or district for which he was appointed.
R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 25, amended.

COUNTY JUDGES

Sec. 16

Sec. 22
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21. Where a vacancy occurs in the office of the judge of ~~~~~
the county court in a county in a court district and the gccl;1rs ~nd
Lieutenant Governor declares that, owing to the lack of suf- d~:;n~~~
·
b
'
.
d appointwarrant new
US1l1ess,
It .IS unnecessary t h at t h e vacancy b e fill e,
fi Clent
the remaining judges in the court district shall arrange for ment
the performance of the duties of the judge of the county
court of the county in which the vacancy occurs by one of
themselves or by some other person competent by law in
that behalf, and every judge or other person so acting has
the like powers and shall perform the like duties as a judge
or other person competent by law in that behalf appointed
or authorized for that purpose may exercise and perform
under any statute of Ontario in the county in which the
vacancy has occurred. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 26.
22. Where there is a city having a population of 100,000 stenoh ,
. a court d"Istnct an d It
. appears to t h
' l 0 f t h e grap
ers
or more 111
e counCI
for judges'
.
h
.
clerical
city that one or more stenograp ers are needed to do clencal work
work other than court reporting for the judges, or any of them,
the council may appoint one or more qualified persons for
such purpose, whose salary shall be fixed and paid in monthly
instalments by the council, provided that the council of the
city may arrange with the councilor councils of the county
or counties in the court district, or any of them, for the partial
payment or reimbursement of the salary on such terms as
are agreed upon. R.S.O. 1950, c. 76, s. 27.

